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Amber Tardif

From: Don Handley < >
Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2023 5:41 AM
To: Public Comment
Subject: Referendum 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

 
CAUTION: This message is from an EXTERNAL SENDER - be CAUTIOUS, particularly with links and 
attachments. 
 
 
Despite the decades of fiscal mismanagement you have as precedent, you have a remarkable opportunity to 
show that you understand what your fiduciary responsibilities are. Spending multiple tens of thousands of 
dollars for an election when it is not necessary only serves to underscore the term “amateur politician”. 
 
Don’t let the tail wag the dog. 
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But what's in it for you as our City's leadership to force the issue so 
quickly? 
 
--it will be expensive to hold any election prematurely, almost cost-free to 
build it 
    into the November regular election, right?  Is it prudent financial 
management on 
    your part to squander at least $400K of our tax dollars? 
 
-- why would you empower City employees to engage in 'negotiations' 
with the Protect  

    opposition representatives that offer such trivial, insincere and 
offensive 'concessions'  
    to the thousands of citizens who oppose the original project? 
 

--why hasn't the City Attorney apprised all of you that the new, cynically-
revised NUW 

    proposal with its ostensible nod to 'affordable' units has at least tripled 
the  
    potential for litigation against NUW and the City on many levels, up to 
and including 

    the state Attorney General and certain Federal agencies?   
 

My last question for you today: 
 

--why have your comments and tone of those comments, as documented 
in videos of  
   Council meetings, shown such an inappropriate level of pettiness and 
anger at those of 

   us who would challenge your wisdom?  Most disheartening to blame us 
for the mess 

   your own lack of due diligence from the outset has created.   
 

Your reaction to our loyal opposition is, for me, the most shocking and 
saddening outcome thus far in this sordid land grab affair. We deserve, 
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and our concerns deserve to be treated with dignity and respect, not 
chiding finger-pointing. We're not  misbehaving children 

challenging parental authority in this situation.  
 

The sting of your rebukes and dismissiveness will last far beyond any 
Meadows final decision, and taint our faith in you and the City. 
 

The City of Sierra Madre needs more time for more citizens to hear 
answers to my questions above and other relevant questions before an 
election of such significance. 
 

Please hear the voices of those who have elected you and defer the 
election until November. 
 

Dan Golden  

Dan Golden, PhD 

Director, GOLDENWORDS College and Life Planning Consultants 

      

 

 

Make Every Word...A GOLDENWORD 









1

Amber Tardif

From: Derek Sample 
Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2023 9:18 AM
To: Public Comment
Subject: Do NOT certify the election tonight

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
CAUTION: This message is from an EXTERNAL SENDER - be CAUTIOUS, particularly with links and 
attachments. 
 
 
The City Council is obviously under this Developer's control. The signs are there, the proof is there, and 
nobody wants to admit it since you have friends in town that will make money from this ridiculous plan that puts 
our lovely city in peril with all of the misinterpretations and false truths (lies) being shared every day in the local 
paper. That same paper has become incredibly slanted in their views resulting from the continuous income 
received from the same Developer's lame advertising and paid opinions in favor of their unscrupulous project 
that is being fought, and successfully, by a grass roots organization consisting of a large number of residents 
here in the city. 
 
The 1,200+ people that signed this referendum (not a disgruntled few as the misinformation spreads), signed 
that document with strength and confidence in our elected officials that were put in office to properly and 
properly handle events such as this. 
 
Please take the time to handle the referendum vote properly, instead of attempting to sweep it under the rug 
that will please the developer. I don't see the grass roots organization slowing down any as we aren't going 
away. 
 
Thank you for listening. 
 
Derek Sample 
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Amber Tardif

From: Valerie Laughton 
Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2023 9:25 AM
To: Public Comment
Subject: Do not the Developer persuade our city since you are feeling pressure

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
CAUTION: This message is from an EXTERNAL SENDER - be CAUTIOUS, particularly with links and 
attachments. 
 
 
This developer is out of control and used to getting their way and everybody on the current city council is weak 
enough to fall for it. The share misinterpretations and false truths (lies) being shared every day in the local 
paper adds to the every day proof that we observe as active citizens and members of this tight community. 
This rather boring publication is incredibly slanted in their views and the reason would be the continuous 
income resulting in the same Developer's lame advertising and paid opinions in favor of their unscrupulous 
project that is being fought successfully by a grass roots organization consisting of a large number of residents 
here in the city (not s small disgruntled few as the developer has told them to say). 
 
The 1,200+ people that signed this referendum, signed that document with the support and confidence in our 
elected officials that were placed in office to properly and truthfully handle events such as this. 
 
Please take the time to handle the referendum vote with a moral compass that is right for this city, instead of 
attempting to sweep it under the rug that will only please the developer. I don't see the grass roots organization 
slowing down any as we aren't going away. 
 
Thank you for listening. 
 
Valerie Laughton 
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Amber Tardif

From: Larry Davini 
Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2023 10:45 AM
To: Public Comment
Subject: Monestary property 

 
CAUTION: This message is from an EXTERNAL SENDER - be CAUTIOUS, particularly with links and 
attachments. 
 
 
Hello 
Please do not hold a May special election Thanks Larry Davini 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Amber Tardif

From: Susan Hoskins 
Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2023 1:38 PM
To: Public Comment
Subject: Stop Housing Project

 
CAUTION: This message is from an EXTERNAL SENDER - be CAUTIOUS, particularly with links and 
attachments. 
 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Susan Hoskins 

 
 
Protect Sierra Madre. Please do not set the election date for the referendum vote to May 9, the date the 
outside developers are trying to force on us, and please do not waste city tax dollars trying to appease them.  
Please, instead, support the wishes of more than 1200 Sierra Madre residents who signed the Referendum 
and want the election to take place in November, during the regular election cycle. This gives time for current 
negotiations for concessions to continue and saves tax dollars.  Rushing the process on this badly misguided 
development project will only increase the damage being done to our city. 
 
Thank you. 
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Maybe you should consider that the people of Sierra Madre would 
rather use our budget to defend our way of life against these 
outsider threats than to build a new police station and have extra 
cash for a year or two while these developer bullies from Santa 
Monica and Chicago make huge profits on our backs. 
  
We would be thrilled to actually work with you to ensure the 
Meadows project conforms to the General Plan, or if we are forced 
to go forward with the referendum, to work with you to defend our 
city against the SB330 proposal until it aligns with our General 
Plan. 



 
 

Meadows Development City Council Meeting 02.07.23_Hickman Comments 02.07.23verF.doc 

February 07, 2023 
 
To: City of Sierra Madre 

232 W. Sierra Madre Boulevard 
 Sierra Madre, Ca. 91024 
 
To: The Citizens of Sierra Madre 
 
To: City Council    Cc:  Planning Commission 
 Edward Garcia, Mayor     Thomas Denison, Chair 

Kelly Krebs, Mayor Pro Tem    John Hutt, Vice-Chair 
Kris Lowe, Council Member    Yong Yoo, Commissioner 
Gene Goss, Council Member    William Pevsner, Commissioner 
Robert Parkhurst, Council Member    Patrick Simcock, Commissioner 
City Manager, Jose Reynoso 

 
Via: PublicComment@CityofSierraMadre.com 
 
From:  Glenn Hickman,  
 
Re:  PUBLIC PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT NEGOTIATIONS IS FOR EXPERTS 

The Real Meadows for the People – Money for Some  
The Meadows at Bailey Canyon Development – SPECIAL ELECTION  

 City Council Special Meeting of February 07, 2023 
  

Citizens of Sierra Madre and Dear City Council and Mayor: 
 
I continue to advocate a Public Private Development for The Real Meadows for the People – Money for Some. 
 
To oversimplify, the Monastery, it’s Developer and the City need the Money ………. and the People need the Real 
Meadows – Community Wildlife Preserve, be reinstated in compliment with the Bailey Canyon Habitat.   
 
Perhaps presumptuous, in as much as I haven’t been invited and the negotiations scope remains unknown to me, 
apparently You All haven’t been negotiating in favor of each other’s needs.  You All just started to listen to each other 
and are within minutes of the Doomsday Clock striking midnight. 
 
More time for real negotiations is required, credible public private negotiation resources should be deployed, and a 
willingness on all sides to solve for the big picture of both Money & the Real Meadows.    
 
Specific to this strife, with all due respect to the skills of the City Attorney and City Manager, Do-gooders, Et.al., I 
believe a Win Win requires a credible negotiator(s) and resources, with neutrality for all parties, and are very very 
unique with specialized skills, such as Alan Kotin, as referenced in my prior public comment.  Unfortunately, my other 
recommended contact Peter Bedford, a pillar in real estate, pioneer in publicly traded REITs, recently passed away. 
 
What might a Win Win Negotiation look like to result in the Money & The Real Meadows?  All sides need to advance a 
public/private development, deploying credible resources within a realistic timeframe, in recognition that the 
Doomsday Clock could start to tick again, in as much as each Party maintains a MAD trigger.   

 A kick start might be: The City Leadership evaluates the breadth and depth for a general bond measure and 
defers the Special Election.  The Monastery and its Development Partner identifies its Meadows Acquisition 
Price, including its conservation donation/easement tax offset value proposition for the 35 acres above the 
Monastery, recognizes this certainty trumps the unchartered Assembly Bill litigation risks, the uncertainty of 
the current market, finance, construction, and sales; including the sleeping giant hiking community not yet 
heard from by LA County regarding the Bailey Canyon Habitat.  STOP needs to PAUSE in favor of the best and 
permanent solution for All and support a general bond measure and conservation procurement.  All Parties 
will need to set aside the 2014 false start to a Public Private Strategy due to its absence of credible resources 
and genuine willingness to negotiate and set a price.     

 
Regards and Thank You in Advance of striking midnight, 
Glenn Hickman 
Ref. City Council Meeting 01.10.23: Hickman Public Comments: for more Public Private Development commentary.  
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Amber Tardif

From: Chris and Diana 
Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2023 2:34 PM
To: Public Comment
Subject: Referendum

 
CAUTION: This message is from an EXTERNAL SENDER - be CAUTIOUS, particularly with links and 
attachments. 
 
 
To City Council Members Of Sierra Madre 
 
The Referendum must continue in place. 
If there is to be a vote  by City residents, have that vote in 2024. 
 
Respect that this is an issue for all of the residents. 
 
Chris and Diana Houser 

 














